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Chapter 41
ANANDA TANDAVA OF NATARAJA
After hearing the story of Rajendra Chola with great
interest Bharadwaja requested Sage Romasa to bless him
with the sacred account of Yogi Nilakantha who attained
salvation by witnessing the Ananda Tandava of Nataraja.
Romasa was pleased to narrate:
Once there lived in Srinagar in Kashmir a noble
brahmin, Somaka, who was well versed in vedas and other
scriptures and an ardent devotee of Sankara. His son,
Nilakantha was famous for his erudition in vedas and
vedangas. He was gifted with the rare qualities of calmness
and self-restraint and was always engaged in the practice
of yoga. With the permission of his father, he undertook a
pilgrimage and visited a number of holy places. In due
course he reached Varanasi to worship Lord Viswanatha.
After taking his bath in the cleansing waters of Ganga and
worshipping the sacred linga, he met a number of sages
listening to Devarshi Narada. Describing the sanctity of the
various kshetras, the Divine Sage extolled in several words
the merits of Sri Kalahasti.
Nilakantha yogi was very much impressed with the
account given by Narada. He learnt that several sages
attained salvation by witnessing the dance of Nataraja at
Chidambaram. He yearned to have a vision of the Lord's
dance at the holiest of places, Sri Kalahasti. Soon he reached
the holy spot with enthusiasm, took bath in the river
Swarnamukhi and worshipped the unique Vayulinga. He
selected Virakshetra two miles to the west of the Vayulinga
for meditation. He installed a Linga and created a teertha
for his daily worship and ablutions. By consuming just a
handful of water, he embarked upon a rigorous tapas.
Possessing the virtues of Santhi, self-restraint, equal respect
for all beings, non-violence and equanimity, he performed